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December 2016 

 

PRINCIPAL 

Maitland Grossmann High has had a very successful year once again.  Our HSC results for this year 

maintain our standard as one of the highest performing schools in the region.  Lucas Lambert attained 

an ATAR of 99.3 and moves on to study a double degree in Engineering and Business.  Congratulations 

to Olivia Cowie and to Mrs Heather Williams, for Olivia’s placement of first in the State in HSC 

Entertainment.  Year 12 achieved 40 band 6, and Maitland Grossmann HSC results placed us third in 

comprehensive high schools in the region.  Congratulation to Year 12 and their teachers for such an 

outstanding achievement. 

Mr Andrew Watt has received a transfer and Dr Robb Dennis has moved to take up a relieving Head 

Teacher CAPA position.  

School numbers have fallen by forty five students with the imposition of the ruling that only students 

who live within the zone are able to enrol.  This has resulted in the loss of three teachers and some 

SASS staffing, however we remain very positive about providing the very best opportunities for all our 

students in 2017. 

During 2016 we moved to appoint a Business Manager.  Mrs Jennette Hardy has become an integral 

part of the senior executive, providing more opportunities for me to be involved in best practice and 

leadership in teaching and learning. 

The school uniform shop continues to provide outstanding services for the provision of uniforms for all 

students and will be open in the school holidays.  Opening times are on page 8.   

Have an enjoyable Christmas break and I look forward to working with you and your children during 

the upcoming year. 

 

Dr Di Soltau,  

Principal 
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CURRENT SPONSORS 

 

WESTPAC BANK (Green Hills) 

Take out a loan and mention Maitland Grossmann High School.  The school will receive a monetary contribution 

from the Westpac Bank. 

 

ATHLETE’S FOOT (Green Hills & Charlestown) Become a Club Fit Member and 

the school will receive a monetary contribution from Athlete’s Foot. 

 

 

PHOTOS 

 

Occasionally photographs are taken of individual students or classes at school.  

Please notify the school in writing if you do not want your student photographed. 

 

REMINDER TO PARENTS 

When parking/stopping outside the school please be mindful of the residents living in the 

area. Could you please ensure that there is adequate room for residents to enter and exit 

their premises at all times during the day.  

Thank you. 
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FROM MRS OSBORNE 

After being cheekily told that I was “too old” to take what I was calling my Gap Year, I am admitting 

that I have thoroughly enjoyed my experience.  

I am also admitting that I have missed the students, my colleagues and the sense of belonging that 

Maitland Grossmann High School/Maitland Girls’ High School has always given me.  

However, I have made the decision to extend my leave and continue my “Gap Year”.  This has taken 

much soul searching!! 

I would like to thank Mrs Sellers-Fogarty and Mr Harris for their Careers Adviser roles, and the many 

staff who have continued my programs and community involvement. 

Congratulations to our newly elected Captains, Emmelia Skinner and Tomas Brown, and their Vice 

Captains, Senior Prefect and Prefects.  I know that they are great representatives of our school. 

Thank you to the staff, parents and employers who have always supported the Careers Department. 

To my students, present and past, remember our school motto, Labor Omnia Vincit-work conquers all. 

Always do your best, be kind and think of others. 

Best wishes and Merry Christmas  

Lee Osborne 

Careers Adviser (enjoying her Gap Year) 

 

FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER’S DESK 

My name is Jennette Hardy and I was officially appointed to the position of Business Manager on 1st 

July 2016. 

It has been quite an exciting year with many major works projects taking place across the school.  

Some of these included: 

 Block A has been completely painted 

 Block C Ground Floor has been painted 

 Doors in all blocks have been painted.  The reason behind this is so that students can easily 

identify where they are.  To a Year 7 student, high school can be a daunting place and we’re 

hoping that this assists them with their transition.  The colours are as follows: 

 A Block – Orange 

 B Block – Green 

 C Block – Yellow 

 D Block – Red 

 E Block – Blue 

 Blinds were replaced across many areas of the school.  This has improved the aesthetic appeal 

of the classrooms for both staff and students. 

 Science Staffroom refurbishment. 

 Cleaning of Air-conditioning units by HydroKleen.   

 Building of the Stone Sign Wall – this project was managed by Caterina Poggi.  Thanks to 

Caterina for her ingenuity and dedication on this project. 

In 2017/2018 we are hoping to receive extra funds for painting, carpets and roof replacement across 

the school.   

We have also been advised that we are in contention to receive funding for a refurbishment of the 

School Canteen.  Lisa and her team do an excellent job under very trying conditions at times.  This 

refurbishment would be greatly appreciated for volunteers and workers in this area. 

2016 has been an exciting year and I look forward to the future changes and improvements for our 

school environment. 
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INDUSTRIAL ARTS 

Maitland Grossmann High School was again well represented and highly successful at this year’s 

Wollongong University Faculty of Engineering and Information Sciences competition. 

 

The major awards went to: 

 

Isaac Bower, Bailey Phillpotts and Jacob Leonard in Industrial Technology. 

Kayla Crow had an excellent day, receiving Winner of the Telecommunications Engineering Module , 

runner up of the Product Award and overall runner up.  Fantastic effort Kayla! 

Ashlee French, winner of the Design and Technology Indigenous Category. 

Michael Wade, winner in Design and Technology and Engineering categories. 

Cody Carey, winner in Engineering Report. 

Jade Bassett, winner in Design and Technology and Engineering projects. 

Connor Morley, winner for best Product design. 

Ali Al-Mudafer, winner of best Product innovation. 

Jacob Fellowes, best Design and Technology recycled materials product. 

Andrew Lange, best Design and Technology recycled material product. 

Maitland Grossmann High, overall winning school in NSW for the Preliminary Design and Technology 

category. 

 

Congratulations to all students on a great effort this year. 

 

Mark Bayada. 

Industrial Arts 

 

ENGLISH 

             ANNUAL PRIZES AND CLASS ORGANISATION IN THE ENGLISH FACULTY 

 

We would like to send our best wishes to Mrs Pascoe and her family as they await the arrival of their 

baby.  Mrs Pascoe will return to Maitland Grossmann High School, late Term 3 in 2017. 

I thought it timely to remind parents and students about how academic prizes and class placements 

are decided in the English Faculty at Maitland Grossmann. 

 

Students are awarded prizes and placed in classes based upon their performance in English across the 

entire previous year, not just Semester 2. 

 

Classes in Stages 4 and 5 (Years 7-10) are streamed- an A stream (2 classes), and AB stream (3 

classes) and a B stream (usually 3 classes), where students of similar ability are to be grouped 

together. There is no difference between classes within each stream (for example, 8B1 is equal to 

8B3). 

 

I hope this clarifies any confusion for you and yours. 

Sara Bissett 

English-Head Teacher Relieving 
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SPORT 

Our final sports report for 2016 – and what a year it has been.  

Premier Sporting Challenge is up and running again, a Pierre de Coubertin recipient and Mr Stephen 

Ross being honoured with the Award for Excellent Service to School Sport. 

We also had a large number of students represent Hunter Region teams this year, as well as, sending 

157 students to Coalfields Zone carnivals, 77 students to Hunter Regions carnivals and 21 students to 

the NSW CHS championships. 

I would like to thank all staff for their efforts in supporting our students and providing them with the 

opportunity to participate in sporting events and CHS Knockouts.  Thank you also to the community 

facilities that support our school sport program. 

A reminder for School Sport – Term 1, 2017 

Students in Years 8, 9 and 10 return to school on Tuesday 31st January.  This day will run as a regular 

school sport day.  

All students have now selected their sport and should know of their sport choice. Students on sport 

requiring payment at venue, please remember to bring your money. 

All students will need new waiver notes for the following sports: Flipout, swimming, badminton, 

weights/pump/circuit.  Students will need these waiver notes for the first week of sport – notes are 

available on the school website. 

Early leavers – school sport is a compulsory component of the curriculum.  It is advised parents/carers 

try not to arrange appointments at this time.  If students are required to leave early, correct procedure 

must be followed (ie. signing out with written permission, on the morning of the appointment, through 

the attendance office). 

Have a great holiday!  

Mr P Anderson – Sports Organiser. 
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